The Benefice of
St John the Evangelist, Knypersley
and Christ Church, Biddulph Moor

In the Deanery of Leek
Diocese of Lichfield

Parish Profile February 2012

St John the Evangelist

Christ Church

‘Sharing God'’s love; journeying together’




St Jokn’as Wor shi pping Commun
becoming more like Jesus and building life in the spirit. B
teaching and prayer are at the heart of our ministry, offered in
ways to suit differing needs. We aspire@hirelaat the heart of
community where everyone feels welcome, and

cared for, and all members take ownership.

Christ Church is a Bible based prayerful fellowship, at the hee
community, reaching out and seeking to be warm and we
everyone in sharing Godbds | o

We would welcome a vicar who

will exercise a ministry rooted in the Bible, firmly believing its authority
will effectively communicate scriptural truth

Is comfortable with traditional and modern styles of worship

is a team builder and with a collaborative and enabling leadership styl¢
will encourage personal spiritual development

can establish childrends mini st
schools

can relate to people of all ages andtls@sies and engage with those
not currently involved with the church

will encourage the congregations to work together more whilst still ret;
their individuality




The Benefice

The benefice of Biddulph Moor and Knypersley is situated endsiersosite of the Peak Di
with a travelling distance of 2 miles between the two churches. They are situated 10 mil¢
onTrent and the M6, 30 miles south of Btanamel Ringway airport, withclieth having extens
shopping facilities, museums, concert halls and Featdrsversity Hospital of North Stafford
10 miles away at Hartshill, $teKeent. The local town of Biddulph, with itshelatthsand leisy
center are used by both communities.

The Parishes

Knypersley Parish

Knypersley Parish has 8000 inhabitants and is,
the southern half of Biddulphas shops includin
post office and general stores in several locatic
Parish has one primary school, two first schg
middle school, an independent special school&
19 Academy. There are three Churches ¢
denominations withthe Parish. There are
nursing/care homes.

The Minor County Cricket ground is a focal point for the Community and also providg
facilities. Mill Hayes sports ground offers further opportunities. The two indusidal &mtad
local employment. The Parish contains a mix of property ranging from small areas of sqg
large detached properties.

The outlying areas of natural beauty include a cycle track and excellent walking opportunit

Greenway Bank Country Park to the south ’
Parish includes Knypersley Reservaoir.
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Biddulph Moor Parish

BiddulpiMoor is an attractive, compact high moorland village with a population of 2,500
general stores, (one with a post office), a pharmacy, three places of worship, (one Anglica
a garage, a small factory, two pubs, and aMwbioBiyst, which takes children 3 to 9 years o
Church has good links with the school with the Vicar and Reader taking monthly ass
children coming into church for their Harvest Thanksgiving and Carol Service. Theyals
during some lessons.

Many fine walks are to be found around the village and in the nearby Peak District Nationg

On the edge of the village is a | arge re

View over the village towards MowtR tipevtown o
Biddulph in the valley

View towards the Peak Distri

o

5 Sy i T ‘ Village scene
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The Churches

St John's Knypersley

St John's is a Grade Il Listed Church in Gothic Revivé
was commissioned by John Bateman, a local industri
Architect was R.C. Hussey Esq. The foundation stone
1848, and the church was completed in 1851. The C
intially used as a private chapel for the Bateman family
employees. B3895, it was officially classed as a dg
chapel to Biddulph Parish Church. In 1922 a new civi
Knypersley was created. The church was consecr
dedicatedot St. John the Evangelist and became the
Church of Knypersley.

The interior design is fairly typical
estatechurch of the period.

The stone archademumns supporting the nave and chancel roofs are much more commor
church designs although they are quite unusual in thiBheoGhiych is of conventional form
Nave, Chancel, Vestry/Organ Loft on the south side with aSpoweearahgrinciple access o
north side.
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This stained glass window was installed in memory of the first
Parish. At the base of the window a pit lamp picl pefieéct the min
heritage of the area

South elevation showing the Rose Window

The Fabric: The last Quingennial was undertal
July 2010ndicating general repairs over the 1
years will be circa £12,0@15000. The conditiol
the fabrc was de s cr solnd ahd \&
ma i n t Ehe cherah bas been recesathcoratec

The grounds also contain a separately
listed Grade Il eamstyside cross.




The Bateman Centre

Il n the grounds of St J odnurch kall @&¢haomneuhity ¢estre.t h

This new facility, built in 2009 at a cost of £400,000, was mduetpessalideof the old church
(£150,000), by the generous giving of church members (£160,000) and the balance by g

donors.There is also a planned giving scheme in operation and a stewardship campaigr
recently for general funds.

1

The kitchen and the front
lounge where refreshments
are served after the morning
service

Weekday activities

The Wednesday Fellowship meets twice |
monthly in the Bateman Centre providing
lunch in the main hall, once a month, whig
well supported thelocal community




Two Home Groups meet weekly, one in the afternoo
in the evening. Their fasuBible Study and Prayer, U
books of material that follow-depiihh course. The wi
Church is encouraged to join the Home Groups for
& Prayer evening.

The after smekteoanlMon8ays intheslocaK First ISchool for children aged 7
organised by North Staffs Youth for Chr
invited to participate in the All Age Worship Services.

In 2010 a suczes f u | i ntroductory Al pha course w;q
leaders, helpers and Church members. This resulted in increased Church membership g
Home Groups. There are plans to continue this initiative.

A shared Parish weekend alternates annuall
joint awaglay. In 2011 the Away Day was hel
Rudyard Visitors Centre, overlooking the lake.

e

Knypersley each month and can also be viewed on the

ForYouatStyohns BatemanCentre  Mistory Links  ContactUs

L St. John the Evangelist The Church magazine is distributed to 60

http://sfohnsknypersley.org.uk

Welcome to St John's

Home




Mission Action Plan
The Diocese encourages each parish to consider their vision for the future on a regu

formalise this as a Mission Action Plan, considering the key aspects of Worship and Missi(

KEY ASPECTS 2010 —2011 2011 -2012

GROWING TOGETHER Evening worship experimentation
through Worship and August. (Feedback from the diffe
Prayer styles of Worship experienced dy

August 2011 will inform future plg

GROWING UP through Offering a daytime homegroup Establishment of daytime group &

Teaching and Nurture relaunched horgeoups, following
(Became part of the Alpha plan) Alpha (September 2011)

GROWING MORE To cont i namcktry ® tlevelof Emphasis on Back to Church Sul

through Outreach and links with church through special sery working through lists and person:

Evangelism social/quiz (Increased efforts from Jg invitations (Over 50 invitations
2011) personally delivered)

Run initial Alpha course, with fooith
for existing study group members an|
hopefully others (February/March 20

Towards end of plamplese
strengthening links with church mem|
and baptism families (To be reconsid
in a future plan)

GROWING OUT through | Continued establishment of team to 1
Justice and Care monthly lunch club (Strong team
established)

There are 70 names on the Electoral Roll with 25 from outside the parish. A Lay Read
worship, preaches and prepares occasional alternative services. The Pastoral Care
contact with people unable to attend Church thesggbr itircumstance with a strong emph
prayer at the-tmonthly team meetings. The Leadership Team (not mandated) comprises §
who work alongside the Vicar in planning services, compiling the intercessions rota and c
issues as they arise, making recommendations to the PCC as appropriate.

Lay participation in Sunday Worship consists of 15 people fulfilling the following roles:
Leading Worship, Assisting with the administration of Holy Communion

Leading Intezssion$ 7. Lesson Readérd 4 Prayer TeanY

Support for Crosslinks, Mission Aviation Fellowship, North Staffs Youth for Christ and Tea
and prayerful. The Salvation Army in Stoke distributes the Harvest gifts.

The Parish share ladso been paid in full.

At a meeting of the St John's Knypersley 8Ceptember 2011, Resolution B was passed.




Christ Church Biddulph Moor

Christ Church was consecrated in 1863, buil
stone in the Romanesque giylthe east end
the church the chancel has aiseiruular aps¢
considered unusual for this area. It feature
beautiful stained glass windows.
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With its large, well kept open graveyard the €i
occupies an extensive site in the cehtresiibge. |

= e

It is an area of outreach with prayer cards{ heing,|
offered to people visiting graves by our chungh
team.

Recommendations of the Quinquennial rep
largely carried out, the most recent being in
2011 which reported that the Chamdhthe
Churchyard are maintained in excellent condp#
the Parish.

Weekday activities af
a weekly Breakfast Club (during term tim
fortnightly Bible Studies during the lighter e
These are run by church members.

Outreach is supported by distributing leaflet
vilagethee t i mes a year,

moving into the vildl
quarterly Village News magazine. A monthly n
is produced for the congregation and thos
attendees on the electoral roll.




The unreliable pipe organ was replacec
November with a modern electronic one. T
left space for a medairned room which could
used for a creche, refreshment area for us
services, meeting room, office or other p
Repair and decoration to previously inacces
areas of this room is in progress.




The Hall and House

et

The church continues to use the stone built
school opposite as a hall and community ce
consists of one very large room, two smalle
and a car park, and is used for church/co
events such as a Christmas social even
Pancake Py and a Plant Sale as well as p
chil drends parties.
in the hall in term time.

The Breakfast Club and Bible study group
smaller front rooms.

mont hly rental . It

maintain these buildings. The hall is in
condition and several improvements have
made to the house, including double glazing
heating system, replacement ganrewiring.

AChristmas Crackero S
with the Cauldon Stompers, in the Church Hall




Mission Action Plan

The Mission Action Plan is taken from ¢t}
report gives a munbre detailed account of the life of Christ Church.

PRIMARY PURPOSE ACTIONS 2009 ACTIONS 2010/11

GROWING TOGETHER Establishment of Thursday morning priRequest a mystery worshipper report
through Worship time the diocese

and Prayer

Explore possibility of using additional Serve refreshments in church after the
book/booklet Service

Explore possibility of greairgregationa
participation in worstbfble readings
and/or prayers

GROWING UP through Continuation & promotion of building {Aim for Sunday lunch together after \8(
Teaching and Nurture duesday Together' for study, fellowshitimes a year, ideally with a speaker
prayer

GROWING MORE through  |Continue publicity material and systen Explore development of ministry of
Outreach and Evangelism |introduce church to those who mowewqchurchyard teams, including cards tout
house in the area. and a memorial service(s)

Investigate linking socials with invite
subsequent special service.

GROWING OUT through Continuing 'Breakfast club' on Friday |Continue 'Breakfast club' on Friday
Justice and Care

There are 55 peopl eds n ausidestheparisht he el ect

There is a Lay Reader of 33 years service and several other church members who are wi
services. The church finances are well kept and audited annually with the Parish Share bs
monthly standing ard€here is a planned giving scheme in operation and an annual
campaign has been held for the last four years. Over the last few years some fairly lar
depleted the reserve funds, however there are no outstanding debts.

Extra mmies are collected for the Leprosy Mission, The Evangelical Alliance Relief Fun
Mission Hospital, and The Gideons International. The Link Missionary, Hazel Maunsel
working in Ethiopia and 7.5% of the weekly givitedisodinés and other missionary work.

NeitheResolution A or B has been passed by Christ Church PCC




The Vicarage

The vicarage is situated between fti
Churches and is less than half g
from St Johndés (
bedroom house with separate stu
the ground floor.

The house also has a large kitchen/bre
room, downstairs toiletlityutiand twc
reception rooms. ;

It stands in its own grounds with a de
garage and extensive gardens and drive




The tradition and services of the benefice

The tradition of churchmanship is evangelical, relying upon Biblical teaching and guidance
and morals. Tradition is valued, but there is also an openness to new initiatives.

St Johnés Church ]
In 2011 the average Sunday attendant@. Was '
Liturgy is mainly taken from Common Worship wi P \
use of Mission Praise combined and Essential W« [
books. Music is provided on alternate weeks by t
Organist and by the use of professionally recorde
accompaniment. Fairtrade refreshmeesés\aed in the
Bateman Centre after the 9.45am Service.

Christ Church
The services are quite traditional at which the ave
attendance is 20 with a mature age profile. The
Sunday worship is mainly provided by the organ
guitar beingsad to accompany some songs at the A

Age Worship.
St J o h | Christ Church St J o h Christ Church
9.45am 11.30am 5.30pm 6.30pm
1st St J o hn Morning All AgéVorship *All Age *Evening Pray
Sunday | Holy Worship (Family Worship alternated with
Communion | (Prayer Team Service/Baptism) Holy
available in Communion
Church after (BCP)
the Service)
2nd Holy Morning Prayer | Evening
Sunday Communion | (BCP) Worship
3rd Morning Holy Communion | Holy
Sunday Worship (similar to ordef 2| Communion
(Baptism) contemporary
language)
4th Holy Morning Prayer | Evening
Sunday Communion | (BCP) Worship
Thursday| Christ Church
9.00r 9.20am
Short Service
(prayers and
readings)
5th Morning Morning Prayer | Holy
Sunday Worship (BCP) Communion

*Denotes services where the vicar is not always present.




The Benefice has policies for Baptisms, Weddings, Funeralswinchtanea¢xpected to be revieg
with the new VicaBaptism and Wedding preparation is taken seriously.

St Johnds Christ Church
Baptisms InfanB-11 per year Infan®-6 per year
Adult 3in 10 years
Confirmations 1 or 2 most years 1 two years ago
Weddings 4-7 per year 0-3 per year
Funerals 14in 2010 Average of 4 per year
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Copies of the accounts for both Churches can be found on tigpwsjuditeknypersley.org.uk

The Diocesan website address is http://www.lichfield.anglican.org/




N+ — OIZ = I W w><<zZ20WUld4—0HF

CHRIST CHURCH







